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ROE V. WADE: 
AN ATTACK ON REPRODUCTIVE AUTONOMY IN THE U.S.
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The U.S. Supreme Court decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade (the decision 
that recognised the criminalisation of 
abortion as unconstitutional), is not only a 
massive attack on women in its own right, 
but also a signpost of the U.S. Right’s 
increasing radicalisation and power within 
the State. The political Right in the U.S. 
are not just conservatives seeking to 
preserve the status-quo - they are outright 
reactionaries. They are attempting to roll 
back two generations of social progress. 
This can only be done with great violence. 
And, as anyone observing the U.S. can 
see, great violence is exactly what they 
have in store for their opponents.

Much has been written about how 
appalling this decision is, and we agree 
wholeheartedly with that judgement. It 
will destroy the lives of millions of women 

(as well as trans-men), which is reason 
enough to fi ght it. Two other things need 
to be considered, though. The fi rst is what 
else the U.S. Right has on its agenda and 
the second is what should be done.

The Right’s Agenda
For the Right, overturning Roe v. Wade is 
only the fi rst step in attempting to stamp 
out abortion altogether in the U.S. Their 
objective is to get abortion equated with 
murder which, ideally, is subject to capital 
punishment. In addition, they want to 
reverse many other decisions, starting 
with same-sex marriage and access to 
contraceptives. The same justifi cation 
used to overturn Roe v. Wade will raise 
challenges to Obergefell vs Hodges 
(same-sex marriage) and likewise calls 
into question Loving v. Virginia (inter-
racial marriage) and Brown v. the Board of 
Education (racial segregation), which the 
most radical of white supremacists now 
have the judicial ammunition to gun for. 
Republicans consider themselves to be 
on the march and recent Supreme Court 
decisions give them every encouragement 
to try for more. Apart from being totally 
immoral, it’s therefore the height of political 
stupidity to react by saying “Oh well, we 
lost that one, let’s turn our attention to 
something else.”
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Anarchists and other activists in the United 
States should resist the calls to “put aside 
your petty differences and get behind the 
Democrats in November”. This is a recipe 
for disaster. It would tar everybody who 
followed that advice with responsibility 
for Biden’s own Right-wing and anti-
working class administration. Biden will 
demoralise his supporters, perhaps even 
enough to outweigh people’s rage at the 
Supreme Court decision.

In arguing against the electoral road, we 
need to emphasise that this is precisely 
the strategy which got us to this point in the 
fi rst place. Electing Democrats and relying 
on Supreme Court decisions? Where has 
that gotten the USA working class and the 
fi ght for reproductive autonomy?

A Better Way
What’s needed to win back abortion 
rights and turn the tide against the 
Right in the U.S. is a militant campaign 
that mobilises the rage of women and 
everyone else in the Right’s cross-hairs. 
This, of course, especially includes Black 
people. While this will include large, angry 
demonstrations which are prepared to 
take on and resist police repression, 
this should not be the main focus of the 
movement.

The movement needs two areas of 
struggle. The fi rst is to focus on a wide 
campaign of non-cooperation with anti-
abortion laws in the various U.S. States 
and harassment of those who would 
support or enforce them. This would 
be most powerful if organised in the 
workplace. Strikes and labour boycotts 
would mobilise the immense potential 
power of the working class and impose 
intolerable costs on the capitalists.

The second area of struggle needs to 
be an underground network of abortion 
services.  Elements of this already 
exist, especially in providing transport 
to areas where abortion is more readily 
accessible, but it will need enlargement 
and development. While medically trained 
staff are, of course, essential, they will be 
greatly out-numbered by those providing 
back-up infrastructure and assistance. And 
the network would need to be defended 
by the above-ground movement.

It is the combination of these two modes 
of struggle that can win the campaign. 
One will apply massive political pressure 
to Republicans, Democrats, and the State 
apparatus, while the other exposes the 
State as unable to enforce a detested law. 
These are the circumstances in which 
legalisation can best be achieved, since 
far-sighted capitalists - and the politicians 
that serve them - will judge it necessary 
to re-establish the credibility of the State, 
both morally and in practice.

The Role of Anarchist Communists
In this struggle, Anarchist Communists 
will emphasise the importance of direct 
action and rank-and-fi le control of the 
organisations of struggle which emerge 
in our fi ght against the State and capital. 
We will also support mutual aid as a 
means of achieving things the State is 
trying to prevent. In both cases, self-
organisation will be demonstrated as 
superior to hierarchical authority and 
legalistic parliamentarism. Through 
these tactics, we can spread the ideas of 
anarchist communism and contribute to 
the generation of a workers’ movement 
capable of extracting concessions from the 
bosses and government and, ultimately, 
overthrowing the capitalist state system 
itself. There is a world to win.

SECURE ABORTION RIGHTS WITH DIRECT ACTION AND MUTUAL AID

What Not to Do
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SUPPORT MIGRANT 
WORKERS’ 

STRUGGLES
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Everywhere, people are negotiating 
hostile state borders. Most of these people 
are poor workers, searching for safety and 
a better life. They have suffered economic 
exploitation, political marginalisation and 
personal despair. They are escaping war, 
or devastation caused by climate change 
to their villages and territories, or all of 
these.

They are economic migrants, or refugees, 
or asylum seekers. They know there’s a 
crisis going on and they’re not the only ones 
affected. The climate is changing. Wars 
are raging. Indigenous people are losing 
their rights and their land to extractive 
industries. Sinister right-wing movements 
are on the attack. Governments are 
becoming more reactionary.

Capitalist elites aren’t worried. There have 
been disasters before, and everyone with 
enough wealth has been just fi ne. There 
will be a place just for them, they believe, 
safe from the gathering storm, where 
they will be protected from the millions 

of desperate poor. It happened after 
Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans. The 
capitalist class did just fi ne, and they’re 
rebuilding better. The ruling class see no 
urgency in developing a response to the 
disasters that force people to become 
migrants and refugees.

Not only that, but there is money to be 
made. Multinational corporations are the 
winners from the vulnerability of migrants 
and refugees. They can shift production 
and jobs around so they can make use 
of the cheapest labour and friendliest 
governments. They play governments 
and workers off against each other so 
they can make the most profi t.

Capitalists use strategies like racism, 
sexism and religious sectarianism to 
divide workers and victimise migrants. 
Our disunity and confusion gives power to 
capitalists.  A strike or other disturbance 
in one workplace quickly affects many 
others. To prevent this, capitalists need 
to divide workers into groups who are 

What is Anarchism?

What is the Melbourne 
Anarchist Communist Group?

What is Communism?

Anarchism is a social philosophy 
based upon the principles of 
liberty, equality and solidarity.  It 
is the political dimension of a free 
society.

The MACG is an organisation 
of class struggle revolutionary 
anarchists who share political 
positions, articulated in theory, 
strategy and tactics.
We aim to encourage struggle 
by the working class for its 
own interests and, within that 
struggle, we aim to advance 
Anarchist ideas as its necessary 
philosophical basis.

Communism is the principle of 
“from each according to their 
ability, to each according to 
their need”.  It is the economic 
dimension of a free society.

separated from each other and who see 
each other as rivals. Divided workers 
cannot fi ght back. So they divide us by 
feeding racism. They divide us with hate-
fi lled myths and nationalism. But stronger 
borders will not bring back better jobs. 
The corporate profi teers will just scam us 
some more, transferring more and more 
jobs to vulnerable overseas or migrant 
workers whose labour is made cheaper 
by those very borders. 

Migrant workers and refugees are 
demonised. In the popular press they are 
described in offensive terms that stoke 
suspicion and fear. And yet if we allow 
borders to divide us from fellow workers 
in other countries, corporations will use 
the borders to control labour power.

The only way to protect jobs at home is 
to fi ght for decent pay and conditions 
for all workers everywhere. Now that 
the economy is globalised, production 
processes are integrated very tightly. 
The fl ow of profi ts to the corporations is 
vulnerable. 

Through unity with all workers within and 
without borders, we can turn the tables. 
If we unite despite corporate strategies,  
capitalists must give way. Together, 
workers can confront the urgent diffi culties 
that face us all, and we can win.

BORDERS ARE VIOLENCE


