
Ancient Athenian historian Thucydides 
held that the Peloponnesian War of the 
5th Century BCE had been inevitable. 
The established power of Sparta had 
an enormous incentive to launch a war 
against the rising power of Athens, while it 
still had a strong military advantage. Many 
people today think the United States is in 
such a position in relation to China. The 
Melbourne Anarchist Communist Group 
believes there are strong parallels.

The US became the dominant world 
power in 1945. Despite everything since 
then, the world order it established is 
intact and the US remains far and away 
the most powerful country. Although its 
wealth and power relative to the rest of the 
world has been declining for decades, still 
no single power is able to challenge it. But 

US security in its hegemony may be about 
to change. And that creates a dangerous 
international situation.

Previous rival the USSR had a 
comparable population to the US, but it 
ran into structural economic diffi culties 
in the 1960s. It eventually stagnated and 
collapsed under US pressure. Germany 
and Japan, both with populations a 
small fraction of the US, found their rise 
halted before their GDP per capita came 
anywhere near it. The European Union, 
which is large enough, hasn’t been able 
to create the necessary internal unity to 
mount a challenge.

China, though, has four times the US 
population. Its GDP per capita is about a 
sixth of the US, which brings its total GDP, 
and thus its weight in the world economy, 
within striking distance. Its growth rate 
is still substantially above the US. Even 
if its GDP per capita stalls at half that of 
the US in coming decades, its total GDP 
would still be double the current imperialist 
hegemon. US dominance would not 
survive that situation.

This prospect is, of course, intolerable to 
the US ruling class. It’s why Congressional 
Democrats and Republicans have been 
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on a unity ticket on China issues in 
recent years. And so US complaints 
about China’s activities go well beyond 
its genuine bad behaviour. They extend 
to China’s initiatives to develop global 
leadership in key industries and to set up 
its own international relationships.

With this background, it is signifi cant that 
the Sydney Morning Herald published 
an article on 14 January, headed “Trump 
ignored a strategy to contain China and 
strengthen India alliance”. It was based 
on a recently declassifi ed US government 
strategy document produced in 2018. A few 
details of the strategy stand out. Firstly, the 
US does have a policy to contain China. 
It’s geopolitical and not fundamentally 
driven by China’s behaviour. Secondly, 
containment involves keeping China 
behind the fi rst island chain, including 
Japan, the Ryukyu Islands and Taiwan. 
This is a very aggressive posture.

Thirdly, while Trump largely agreed with 
the intent of the strategy, he disliked 
anything that interfered with exercising 
personal rule over his administration and 
the US generally. Since Biden has no 
such hang-ups, we now can expect the 
February 2018 document to be largely 
followed. And fi nally, Australia has a 
strong role as part of the “Quad”, along 
with Japan and India.

Separate from the specifi c document, 
the article made assertions about China 
that are standard in the Australian media 
these days. It assumed “the existential 
threat of a rising China” and alleged China 
engaged in currency manipulation and 
unfair trading practices.  China’s efforts to 
infl uence its exchange rate are no more 
signifi cant that those of the US or Australia 
and for the same reasons. And the “unfair 
trading practices” mentioned are China’s 

insistence on technology transfer as part of 
investment deals and claims that China’s 
intellectual property arrangements are 
insuffi ciently stringent to satisfy Western 
patent holders. As consistent opponents 
of intellectual property, the MACG can 
advise these Western patent holders to 
jump in the lake.

The article’s most disturbing statement, 
though, was that a rising China is an 
“existential threat” to Australia, Japan 
and other unnamed countries. These 
are fi ghting words. States go to war over 
existential threats. It amounted to saying 
China can’t be allowed to become an 
industrialised country. The workers and 
peasants of China must remain poor so 
that Australian capitalism can continue to 
exist.

The Melbourne Anarchist Communist 
Group condemns the attempt by Australian 
and US imperialism to contain China and 
prevent its development. We carry no water 
for the Beijing Stalinists, who are brutal 
tyrants and whose national chauvinism 
reaches genocidal proportions when 
dealing with the Tibetans and Uighurs. We 
advocate workers’ revolution to bring down 
the Chinese so-called “Communist” Party 
and establish libertarian communism. But 
the attempt to contain China and keep it 
poor is immoral in principle and also, if 
it fails, likely to lead to war in practice. If 
the US can’t stop China’s development by 
economic means, it will fi nd itself in the 
Thucydides Trap. The established power 
fears being overtaken by a rising one, so 
the temptation to take pre-emptive military 
action will be compelling.

We cannot let this come to pass.

NO WAR ON CHINA!
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What is Anarchism?

What is the 
Melbourne Anarchist 
Communist Group?

What is Communism?

Anarchism is a social 
philosophy based upon the 
principles of liberty, equality 
and solidarity.  It is the political 
dimension of a free society.

The MACG is an organisation 
of class struggle revolutionary 
anarchists who share political 
positions, articulated in 
theory, strategy and tactics.
We aim to encourage struggle 
by the working class for its 
own interests and, within 
that struggle, we aim to 
advance Anarchist ideas as 
its necessary philosophical 
basis.

Communism is the principle 
of “from each according 
to their ability, to each 
according to their need”.  It is 
the economic dimension of a 
free society.

VACCINATE EVERYBODY, WORLDWIDE
BUILD THE CLASS STRUGGLE

Vaccines against COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the virus SARS-CoV-2, have 
started being deployed in industrialised 
countries and the pandemic is beginning to 
abate there. In a number of countries, new 
case numbers have fallen dramatically 
and deaths have also fallen substantially. 
New data indicate that the vaccines 
substantially prevent transmission of the 
virus as well.

Obstacles
We’re a long way from Paradise though. 
A number of obstacles stand in the road 
of defeating the virus and economic and 
social fallout will follow. Most importantly, 
vaccines are scarce in the Third World. 
Many countries haven’t had the resources 
to test for the virus properly, so the 
offi cial case numbers are wild under-
estimates. And now effective vaccines 
are available, prices demanded by the 
big drug companies are unaffordable. A 
World Health Organisation fund exists 
to pay for vaccines for the very poorest 
countries, but contributions by rich 
countries are miniscule compared to what 
is needed. As a result, vaccinating the 
entire world is projected to be six years 
away. The rich countries, many of which 
(including Australia) have very low case 
numbers, will be done in one year. That’s 
an extra fi ve years of misery and death for 
being poor. Having the wrong colour skin 
doesn’t help, either.

Another problem is that the virus is 
mutating, leading to what the WHO calls 
“variants of concern”. These are more 
infectious and some may be more deadly. 
Further, some may be more resistant to 
existing vaccines, which must be modifi ed 
to deal with them. While some researchers 
have said this could be done quickly, 
it would be unwise to assume this as a 

certainty. Meanwhile, natural selection 
presses a new virus to evolve towards 
being more infectious and more vaccine-
resistant. Allowing it to run rampant in the 
Third World while rich countries vaccinate 
themselves allows maximum opportunity 
for new variants to emerge.

Thirdly, we face the malign infl uence of 
the anti-vaxxers. Peddling an eclectic mix 
of conspiracy theories and unscientifi c 
fruitloopery, they are attempting to 
discourage people in developed countries 
from being vaccinated. Although 
convinced anti-vaxxers are only a very 
small percentage of the population, 
they have a much larger audience of 
people hesitant and susceptible to 
misinformation. If enough people are 
persuaded to reject vaccination, society 
will remain vulnerable to it.

The anti-vaxxers intersect with some 
extremely bad politics. Some of the 
conspiracy theories are merely nutty. 
Those concerning Big Pharma mix valid 
concerns with wild misinformation. But 
other theories are much darker. The worst 
of them are outright anti-Semitic, usually 
cloaked in coded language about George 
Soros or unspecifi ed globalists. These 
people are Fascists and should be dealt 
with as such.

Fallout
In addition, we will still face the economic 
and social consequences. The pandemic 
has imposed a massive cost on capitalist 
economies around the world. Part comes 
from measures governments have taken 
to stop the spread of the virus, but the 
larger part from decisions individual 
people have made to protect their 
health when governments have failed to 
suppress transmission. Public fi nances 

are in a state of ruin worldwide. The fallout has 
been suppressed by the extraordinarily low interest 
rates prevailing, but if rates increased even by a 
fraction, every State would experience a fi scal 
crisis of massive proportions.

Economic inequality has also increased at a 
staggering speed. After falling initially, stock markets 
have soared to new heights. Tech billionaires with 
major stakes in corporations which have fl ourished 
in the crisis are making out like bandits. Jeff 
Bezos, largest shareholder in Amazon, makes 
the 19th Century robber barons look like paupers. 
Unemployment has increased and widespread 
wage freezes have been imposed. Even wage cuts 
are not uncommon. There’s a class war going on 
and, so far, one side is winning hands down.

As the pandemic subsides, workers in industrialised 
countries want to make up for the sacrifi ces they 
made while the virus was raging. Right wing 
“libertarianism” has been totally discredited and 
governments have put neo-liberal orthodoxy on 
the back burner for the duration of the pandemic. 
Although the Fascists have recruited amongst the 
anti-vaxxers, broader society has been freed from 
the hegemony of neo-liberalism. That hegemony 
will be diffi cult to re-establish.

At the height of the pandemic, capitalist governments 
worldwide told us “We’re all in this together”. It 
was always a lie, but they needed to say it and it 
spoke to the deepest desires of the working class. 
We need to build the movement that can create a 
society where we’re all in it together. We need a 
labour movement built on Anarchist Communist 
principles. And we need the revolution which alone 
can bring about libertarian communism.

THE VACCINES


